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A Study of Drafting Modes in Computer-Aided
Architectural Drafting

Yeh-Chiang Huang”

Abstract

Architectural drafting involves two different kinds of entities -- the model entity
and the drawing entity. Model entities refer to those entities corresponding to real
objects, such as doors, windows, tables, chairs, etc. Their dimensions are defined by the
real size of the objects. Drawing entities refer to  the entities not corresponding to real
objects, such as north arrows, dimensions, descriptive texts, etc. Their function is to
express some information about the drawing. The drafting size of these entities depends on
how they look in the drawing and on the scale of the drawing. When drafting with
traditional drafting tools, we normally are not aware of the difference. But if we use the
computer as drafting tool, the difference between these two categories becomes obvious.
This article wnses AutoCAD as an example for introducing two drafting methods to
coordinate these two kinds of entities, and for making some suggestio.ns to help the
draftsman select between these two methods. '

* Department of Architecture, Tunghai University





