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A Study of Early Christian Architecture According to the Bible
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Yeh-Chiang Huang
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ABSTRACT

Generally speaking, “Early Christian Architecture” refers to Christian
architecture build after Christianity became a legal religion in the Roman Empire after
A.D. 331. We know Christianity and Judaism developed from the ancient Israelite
faith. However, the space arrangement and function of early Christian architecture is
totally different from the Israelite temple. The Israclite temple was similar to the
tabernacle built according to God’s instruction to Moses at Mount Sinai. Only the
priest can enter the temple. The early Christian architecture is similar to Jewish
- synagogue that everyone can enter. This article studies the background and
development of Christian worship and the use of space for worship before the fourth
century. The study is based on the Bible, extrabiblical literature and some

archeological evidence.

Keywords: church, tabernacle, temple, synagogue, Christian architecture.
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