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A Study on Earthquake Resistance in Library Facilities
--After the Earthquakes in Taiwan, 1999

Ko-Li Chen®

Abstract

The libraries in Taiwan suffered serious damages in two earthquakes in 1999. The purpose
of this article is to analyze the main reasons of those damages in stacks, compact shelving,
and suspended ceiling systems.The main reasons in those disasters were the librarians and
designers lacked the awareness and ignored the precautions of earthquake resistance in
libraries. This article also discussed some methods to retrofit those damaged facilities, and

offered some criteria for librarians to choose the right facilities in earthquake resistance.

Keywords: Library building, Earthquake resistance, Stacks, Compact shelving, Suspended

ceiling system.
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