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Abstract
Since the number of demented old people is increasing in Taiwan, while the special care units are
few, many of them live either at home or in residential homes or nursing homes, causing trouble for
care-givers. In western countries there are so called “group homes”, among them Sweden is most
famous in providing the choice. The paper aims to review its development and efficacy, as well as to

conduct a multiple cases study on 17 cases from Sweden.

It was in 1980s group homes for the demented people evolving in Sweden, but under the title of
“housing for special needs”. During 90s the number of group homes increased dramatically. Until
2000, there were 2200 homes accommodating 21 thousand old people with dementia. Many studies
showed that those facilities or homes being changed fo old-style or increased residents’ self-control
abilities would benefit for the residents with light and moderate dementia in many aspects. The
caregivers were more satisfied and the care quality increased too.  Some researchers used TESS scale to
evaluate the group homes in Sweden, the score they found was much higher than the counter cases in the

United States.

After analyzed 17 Swedish group homes’ plans, it is found that most of cases were remodeled from
ordinary houses or units of service housing, only a few newly built cases adopted the central pattern plan
developed by American researcher.  Although the number and types of rooms shown great differences
among the cases, somehow that doesn’t cause serious problems, except they still had difficulties in

accommadating and taking care of those with serious dementia.

Keywords: Sweden, Dementia, Group home, Older people.
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