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A Study of the Background of Centralized Space of
Byzantine Churches

Yeh-Chiang Huang
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ABSTRACT

Under the reign of Constantine (307-337), the capital of the Roman Empire moved from Rome to
Constantinople. This is normally regarded as marking the beginning of Byzantine history. Constantine
adopted Christianity as the favored religion. Christianity had been regarded as an illegal religion since the
first century. Up to the third century, Christianity still did not have chance to develop its own artistic
tradition. The early churches were designed according to current available style. The basilica building
style was widely used for different purposes in the Roman world at that time. From the fourth to the sixth
century, the basilica constituted the standard type of church meeting space. While the basilica style
remained the most common, a number of centralized church plans were developed in the Eastern Roman
Empire. Where did this centralized concept come from? Many different possibilities have been proposed.
This article tries to trace the origin of this concept according to historical background, archaeological

excavations, biblical records and the development of church and state relationships of that time.

Keywords: church, early Christian architecture, Byzantine architecture, centralized plan.
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